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SUBJECT ; COUNTRY TEAM ASSESSMENT OF GRC INTENTIONS 





le RE PARAGRAPH ONE OF REF Bs WE DO NOT SUGGEST IN ANY 
WAY THAT MAJOR UNILATERAL GRC MILITARY ACTION AGAINST THE \ NY 
MAINILAND IS LIKELY, EITHER NOW OR IN THE FUTURE. OUR 
INTENTION IN LOOKING AHEAD A BIT WAS MERELY TO ACKNOWLEDG 

THAT EVENTS ON THE MAINLAND ARE NOT PREDICTABLE AND THAT 
UNCEPECTED DEVELOPMENTS MIGHT MOVE THE GRC FROM ITS "WAIT - 
AND-SEE” STANCE TOWARD A MORE ACTIVE DISPOSITION TO SEEK 
TO INFLUENCE THE SITUATION. SUCH DEVELOPMENTS ARE UNLIKELY 
NOW, AND EVEN IF THEY SHOULD OCCUR, WE ADHERE TO THE VIEW 
THAT THE GRC WOULD NOT UNDERTAKE ANY SIGNIFICANT MILITARY {ft 
ACTION IN THE ABSENCE OF U.S. CONCURRENCE. , 





2. IN ORDER TO TAKE A FRESH LOOK AT GRC CAPABILITIES FOR 
SUCH ACTION, AS SUGGESTED IN PARAGRAPH 2 OF REF B, THE 
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DEFENSE ATTACHE WILL PREPARE AND COORDINATE A REPORT FOR 
THE COUNTRY TEAM. OUR IMMEDIATE REACTION IS THAT GRC 
RESOURCES OF OFFENSIVE MILITARY ACTION OF ANY CONSEQUENCE, 
CONTINUE TO BE VERY LIMITED. WE BELIEVE PREVIOUS ESTIMATES 
THAT GHE GRC COULD NOT SUSTAIN AN INDEPENDENT MILITARY na 
ASSAULT ON THE MAINLAND REMAIN VALID. a 


3. DESPITZ THE UPSET BROUGHT ON BY THE CULTRUAL REVOLUTION, Ves 
THE GRC RECOGNIZES THAT COMMUNIST CHINA HAS STEDILY BECOME |} 

AN EVEN MORE FORMIDABLE OPPONENT. THIS KNOWLEDGE IS PLAY~- syle 
ING A INCREASINGLY IMPORTANT ROLE IN SHAPING RC INTENTIONS ae 
TOWARD THE MAINLAND. IN FACT, BECAUSE OF PEKING'S MILITARY 
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CAPABILITIES, CONCERN ABOUT CHINESE COMMUNIST INTENTIONS IS 
GROWING ON TAIWAN -- AT LEAST AMONG THOSE RESPONSIBLE FOR 
NATIONAL SECURITY. THIS CONCERN UNDERSCORES THE OVERWHELM - 
INGLY DEFENSIVE MILITARY POSTURE OF THE GRC AND SUGGESTS 
THAT MAJOR UNILATERAL ACTION IN VIOLATION OF COMMITMENTS 

TO THE U.S. IS UNLIKELY UNDER PRESENTLY FORESEEABLE 
CIRCUMSTANCES. 


4A, RECENT REPORTING SUPPORTS THE ABOVE CONCLUSION AND IN 
ADDITION SUGGESTS THAT MORE GRC ENERGY IS BEING SPENT ON 
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MEASURES TO RESPOND TO THE DEVELOPING CHICOM STRATEGIC 
THREAT THAN ON POLISHING MAINLAND RECOVERY PLANS. 
RECDEPLOYMENT AND DISPERSAL OF SEL&CTED MILITARY UNITS IS 
UNDER WAY. GRC OFFICIALS STATE THIS IS-A PRECAUTION 
AGAINST NUCLEAR ATTACK AND WE KNOW FROM CAS THAT THIS 
PROBABLY IS THE MAJOR REASON. MND HAS ASKED THE U.S. 
TAIWAN DEFENSE COMMAND TO INCLUDE IN JOINT DEFENSE PLANS 
AN ASSUMPTION THAT THE CHICOMS HAVE MRBMS. A STEPPED UP 
CIVIL DEFENSE EFFORT HAS BEEN UNDERWAY FOR MORE THAN A 
YEAR AND CIVIL DEFENSE EXERCISE BEING CONDUCTED THIS 
WEEK, LIKE A SIMILAR ONE LAST YEAR, EMPHASIZES DEFENSE 
AGAINST NUCLEAR WEAPONS, THESE ARE ONLY EXAMPLES, BUT 
THEY SEEM TYPICAL OF THE TREND IN GRC THINKING ABOUT THE 
MAINLAND. : 


de WE ARE £SPECIALLY WATCHFUL FOR SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITIES 

ON THE OFFSHORE ISLANDS, WHERE THE GRC HAS A CAPABILITY 

TQ LAUNCH A SMALL TO MEDIUM SIZE ATTACK WITH LITTLE ADVANCE 
WARNING. WE HAVE SEEN NOTHING UNUSUAL OF LATE. THERE HAVE 
BEEN SEVERAL INCIDENTS RECENTLY WHICH CHINAT SHORE GUNS 
HAVE FIRED AT RADAR-INDICATED TARGETS VENTURING TOO NEAR 
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GRC HELD TERRITORY. WE STILL ARE NOT CERTAIN WHY THESE 
INCIDENTS TOOK PLACE, BUT IF THERE IS A PROBLEY, IT SEEMS 
TO INVOLVE CHICOM, NOT GRC, INTENTIONS. 


6.WE WILL, OF COURSE, CONTINUE TO BE ALERT FOR ANY CHANGES 
CALLED FOR IN OUR ASSESSMENT OF GRC INTENTIONS. EMBASSY, 
CAS, AND US MILITARY AGENCIES ALREADY HAVE REPORTED EXTEN-~ 
SIVELY ON THIS SUBJECT. EMBASSY CONSISTENTLY COMBS GRC 
OFFICIALS PRONOUNCEMENTS FOR SHIFTS IN EMPHASIS AND HAS 
ROLLOWED CLOSELY THE MUTING OF TRADITIONAL GRC COUNTERATT ACK 
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PROPAGANDA IN RECENT MONTHS. MANY CAS REPORTS DOCUMENT 
THIS SHIFT AND PROVIDE SPECIFIC AND RELIABLE EVIDENCE THAT 
THE CURRENT GRC APPROACH TO THE MAINLAND SITUATION IS CAST 
IN TERMS OF POLITICAL RATHER THAN MILITARY ACTION. US 
MILITARY AGENCIES REPORT REGULARLY ON GRC MILITARY ACTIVI- 
TIES WHICH MAY REFLECT INTENTIONS TOWARD THE MAINLAND. 
USTDC REPORTS WEEKLY ON THIS SUBJECT VIA SPECIAL INTELLI- 
GENCE CHANNELS. SUM TOTAL OF THESE EFFORTS 1S REFLECTED 

IN COUNTRY TEAM'S CURRENT ASSESSMENTS. 
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